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ESCWA, an innovative catalyst for a stable, just and flourishing Arab region.
MISSION

Committed to the 2030 Agenda, ESCWA's passionate team produces innovative knowledge,

fosters regional consensus and delivers transformational policy advice.

Together, we work for a sustainable future for all.

Most of the characters and events portrayed in the stories are based on true stories from the
Arab region. Shams, Izdihar, Ms. Demagh, Mr. Arkam, Salam and Adila are friends with different
skills and abilities who strive to achieve prosperity in their neighbourhood, which represents
the country.

Ward and her grandfather are from two different generations; they represent the continued
past-to-future concept of sustainable development.



Ms. Demagh (Miss Brains):
Her motto is: “Brains come

Shams (Sun): Bright like the first!” She wants to show
sun, she loves to see nature everybody, young and old, the
blossom and nothing hurts value of technology. Adila (Justice): A tireless advocate
her more than seeing the for gender justice and equality, she
environment suffer. hates injustice and biases.

Meet ESCWA’s

friends

Salam (Peace): Suitably named, Mr. Arkam (Mr. Numbers):
he avoids conflict and uses Living up to his name, he won't lzdihar (Prosperity): His mission
wisdom to resolve disputes. believe a statement unless it's in life is to make his and other

backed up by data and statistics. communities flourish and thrive.



Story |

A duty, not a favour!







Neighbourhood square

Thanks, Grandpa.

What's wrong then?

| don't know
if I'll get to
use it soon.

Why?

| got you the painting kit
you asked for.

You don't like it?

Of course | do.

The teacher said we can't
have art classes anymore
because people from other
neighbourhoods are

staying in the workshop.

They must be displaced people who
moved to our neighbourhood after
the earthquake destroyed lots of
buildings in their neighbourhoods.

What does
displaced

people mean?



By displaced people, we mean Why have they moved to our
pﬁrsonhs who ;re forcedffo leavr school though? My friends
their homes because of natura ¥
disasters, armed conflicts and | ar’ei upse:hbecauiehnow
or human rights violations, We can't use the workshop
and move to other areas or the gym.
within the same country.

Now, now, my little one. No one chooses to abandon
their home, leaving their possessions and memories
behind, to live in a school workshop or gym.

Will they stay for ages?

It's impossible to say.

Instead of complaining,
sweetheart, it would

That means we can't have art be better if you and I'll think about it,
classes until they go back home! your friends thought Grandpa...
about how you might
help the displaced
children.



Neighbourhood square

| heard the damage in the People died. Many were
We're lucky that we were other neighbourhoods was injured. And lots of people
only slightly affected by really severe! were displaced!
the earthquake that hit the
surrounding neighbourhoods
so badly.
Peoble The buildings were ) And the lack of risk
lost tl:wir already vulnerable due to Al that is because  management and early
livelihoods tree felling, soil erosion, _of greed and warning systems. The
Buildinas rock blasting, excavations  prioritizing profits  necessary measures to
Were ra;se 4 and other factors. over people. protect the community
to the against natural disasters
ground. weren't taken.

All these factors mean that people are even
more at risk when earthquakes and natural
disasters occur due to climate change!

We have to increase awareness, establish
institutions to manage natural disasters,
and implement early warning and risk
assessment systems.

| don't care about what is causing
the disasters, | care that we are the
ones paying the price!

What do you mean, Mona?



The displaced people are taking over our It's unacceptable! No one is
neighbourhood. There are tents in the park and people comfortable with them being here!
staying in the recreational club and in the school!

Do you know what is really We need to find a solution
unacceptable, Nader? That we are So, what's the solution? that works for both the
sleeping safely in our homes while neighbourhood community

our neighbours are sleeping in public and the displaced people.

facilities without access to the most
basic rights and services!

You're
right,
Adila.

Let's bring Mr. Zuhair with us
to be a representative for the
displaced people. He is in constant
contact with them and knows their

Our priorities are for
our basic rights to be
respected and for our
daily needs to be met

Let' ituati :
seeessgaom?::j situation and their needs. antil we can safely
the community Good idea, Adila. No one return home!
leader, to knows their needs and
discuss this. priorities better than
the displaced people
themselves.



The office of Samia,

the community leader Welcome, friends! I'm sure you're here to

discuss the issue of the displaced people!

B We'd like to introduce you to M isol | livi
vou're right Me. Zahair who was displsced with o wrth bondiione in o prh.
his family to our neighbourhood. school and recreational club.
Welcome,
Mr. Zuhair.
Thank you, Ms. Samia. Most of them are women,

children and older persons.

People in our neighbourhood are
upset because of the chaos and
lack of organization. We need an integrated plan
to improve conditions for the
displaced and ease the strain
of the displacement on the
people of our neighbourhood.

There are large numbers of
displaced people living in public
facilities, and a few families have

moved in with their relatives.



A realistic plan that
ensures the displaced
persons’ right to decent
and safe housing...

We could contact people from our
neighbourhood who have moved
away and ask if they can host
displaced families in their vacant

To safe water To health care,
and food... freedom of What do you suggest?
movement and public
services.

| will make sure the displaced ||| gommunicate with the Ministry
people leave those houses as soon of Interior and the Ministry of

as the damaged buildings in our . . .
neighbourhooas are reconstructed. ssu';f,::: tAf{;f: 'E?s;‘ia‘if;';’?o:& wa::j

houses. organize accommodation for them.
I'll ask wealthy community members if Excellent. But there are oot i .
they can increase their contributions to more needs than just M'I Il get in touch with the )
the Community Solidarity Fund, so we shelter and food. What inistry of Education and as
can cover expenses for some families to about the children? them to allocate class time-

stay in the hotel temporarily.

slots at the neighbourhood
school for the displaced
children.

I'll work out a timetable with the

food bank for distributing meals.
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Also, Samia, don't forget to ask the medical centre Good idea, lzdihar, especially for women and

to provide free health care to the displaced people. girls. During crises, with all the pressure,
they often experience violence from family
members who take out their stress on them.

And counselling as well.

That's very important. Studies
show that violence against Caring for you is a moral
women, which is already duty, not a burden.
widespread in the Arab region,
increases in times of crisis.

All ¥our ideas are great.
Hopefully we can return to
our homes very soon and
stop being a burden on your

community.

co:ﬂm;‘;T:;,v,eom:e"?;sm:ﬁﬁev It's bound to happen when the integration

are experiencing discrimination of di,splaced people into the host society
and harassment from some isn't properly organized and when the
people in the neighbourhood. neighbourhood people aren’t aware of the

rights of the displaced.

You're right. Let's organize a session in the municipal hall
to raise awareness regarding the rights of the displaced
and ways to combat racism and xenophobia. ..

| was worried this would
happen!
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...We should broadcast the

meeting live on social media ||| 4k the school | will get in touch with the relevant
on our neighbourhood website 15 grganize classes authorities to discuss the safe
and those of the nearby on anti-racism for and timely return of the displaced
neighbourhoods. all ages of school community when the reconstruction of
children. their homes is complete.

We must also communicate with the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to find
out how to best support the displaced people.

And with the United
Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) to get support

for the children.

Excellent! Thank you, friends. You always
find solutions to whatever circumstances
our neighbourhood is facing and come up
with innovative ideas and constructive
partnerships!
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The work begins...

Training courses

The playground

Awareness-raising
sessions in the school

The other
neighbourhood

13

The local food bank

The workshop



Grandpa, Grandpa!

Can you get me another
painting kit, please?

What happened to the one |
bought for you a few days ago?
Did you lose it?

Mazen is the displaced
boy who uses my desk at
school in the afternoons.
My teacher introduced me

to him.

Yes, my dear?

No, | gave it to Mazen!

Mazen?

Because he's so talented at art!
And you told me to help the
displaced children. |'m trying to help
as much as | can and to do things to
make them happy!

You've made us all happy,

sweetheart!

Why did you give him your
painting kit?

14



Story |l

Magical farming!







Grandpa, |'m used to seeing

your bagket full of colours and Buf': wa'nf'
different kinds of fruit! How strawberries:
come you only have red apples
today?
That's all | could
find in the market,
sweetheart.
People are saying that
all the good fruits and
vegetables are running out
quickly these days.
What's doi There is more demand , . .
hat's going  hecause the population of Why don't the | don't know, little
on? the neighbourhood is traders bring one. Maybe it's more
growing. morebi;ruifs anclll complicated than that.
vegetables to sell,
then?

But I'm craving strawberries!

You always get me
I'll do everything | possibly can everything | want!
to get you strawberries!

17



Where are the vegetables, How can | make salad You promised there would
Khaled? without lettuce? be courgettes today, Khaled!

This is the best | could do!
We're getting such small
quantities from the farmers.

Leave me alone,
Mona. | have four
children to feed!

You can't take all the
tomatoes, Umm Rami!

Calm down, please.
No need to shout!

Khaled, | can't find the fruits that
my kids like!

Khaled, you said | should come
early before everything ran out.
| came early and | can't find
anything | need!

18



It's not my fault, folks!

What's going
on, Khaled?

There would
need to be
more
arable
land

for that.

And don't forget the rapid and
poorly planned urbanization.

Basically, our neighbourhood
is consuming so much fruit and
vegetables that the demand is

greater than the supply.

So, why don't the farmers increase their
production to meet the growing demand?

Arable land is decreasing A,.';ﬁ.g.ffﬂ,"é? ;f:;:irggl

rapidly due to the deterioration averuse of chemical

of the quality of soil... fertilizers and pesticides,
excessive grazing, and
other reasons...

This can't continue! Let's visit
Samia and look into possible
solutions.

It's ironic! There's increased
urbanization but a shortage
of food!
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Samia's office

What do you mean by extreme
weather phenomena?

Welcome, friends. What news
do you have today?

...And crops are beinq destroyed by
insects, environmental pollution and

Weather events like severe

storms, floods, droughts,

fires and sudden changes
in temperature.

So, to increase food
production, we need
to increase arable
land.

20

extreme weather phenomena.

That's impossible. You know
that most of the land in our
neighbourhood is built-up and
inhabited. And the rest of it is
too limited and unsuitable for
agriculture...



...And without good Not necessarily,
Samia. It's
possible to

farm without

soil - fertile land -
agriculture
is impossible.
soil!

With vertical farming, seeds or seedlings are planted in
stacked layers or on vertically inclined surfaces.

True. Vertical farming uses

99 per cent less land than

traditional agriculture. It

also requires 95 per cent
less water.

So, it also
contributes to solving
water scarcity!

Without soil!

Vertical farming! What
How?

are you talking about?

Through
hydroromcs or
vertical farming!

You only need a small -
area if fhye ideal weather Cl:xelfm;oir:'?:mezﬁn

co‘l;di’:ions Z'ie simulaffeti room, a warehouse or
and the seedlings are fe S $
with the right solutions. ° shipping containec

Fantastic! In vertical
farming, chemical
pesticides
are not
used.

...And the crops are
completely organic!

Excellent,
so the use of harmful
pesticides is reduced

and so are costs...
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Technologically advanced equipment is
used to adjust the temperature and control
lighting, and for sterilization and irrigation

using smart distillation,
and more...

With vertical farming, there are multiple
harvesting seasons during the year.

What do you

mean?

Because the ideal environment for each
plant can be created and maintained,
the quality of crops is better than
that of traditional agriculture.

That's right!

Vertical farming For example, traditional farming can

aﬂ':auiyglﬂfﬂ:.‘:;s produce four kilograms of tomatoes

yields per square per square metre of soil. Vertical
metre than farming can produce eight kilograms
traditional per square metre.

agriculture.

If the ideal climatic conditions are created,

lettuce, spinach, mint, tomatoes, cucumbers,

basil, beans, peppers, mushrooms, medicinal

herbs, and others can be grown and harvested
all year round.

This also means that vertical ...And can reduce
farming can contribute to conflict over food.
achieving food security...
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So many benefits!

Nevertheless, it is a
worthwhile investment in
the long term.

What if we wanted
to install it in our
neighbourhood?

But, as with all new technology, vertical
farming does have some disadvantages.

You're right. The costs of construction,
ingtallation, operation and maintenance
are very high, and it requires a
continuous energy supply.

We can involve the ministries of agriculture and the environment,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAQ) and the Green Association. They can support us in
introducing the people of the neighbourhood to vertical farming
and training them on implementing it.

...And providing them with
seeds, equipment and the
necessary devices to implement
pioneering projects.

Let's ask the Agricultural Development Fund and the Agricultural Bank to
grant soft loans to men and women from the community who are interested
in implementing these projects.

Excellent ideas. It's time
to get to work!
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The work begins... FAOQ Office

Ministry of
Agriculture

The Green Association

24



Training sessions...

25



The neighbourhood square Wow! Thank ¥ou, Grandra. Now \‘our basket looks
the same as before, with lots of colours and different
Here are the strawberries you fruits, even kiwis! Although | learned in geography
asked for, little one! that kiwis are not available in this season!

All this is thanks to vertical farming,
which can yield crops all year round!

| remember! The teacher told us about §°' we can °_"",f:
this modern technique that uses new magic farming”|
technology to grow grains, vegetables

and fruits outside their seasons.

This technological
development
has made the
impossible become
possible.
Hahahaha! Why not use the small
empty room in your house to grow
some aromatic herbs?

It's expensive and | don't
have enough money. You're so generous,
Grandpa!

| wish | could grow roses!

Don't worry. I'll get
you everything you
need to set up your

What's stopping you? own magical farm!
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Story Il
Beautiful blue!

CLEAN WATER DECENT WORK AND 13 CLIMATE ‘I LIFE 1 PARTNERSHIPS
AND SANITATION ECONOMIC GROWTH

ACTION BELOW WATER FOR THE GOALS







The neighbourhood I'm very happy to We're going on a That's
Square hear fhafy! Arfgywhaf school %ripgfo the exciting!
has put you in such a beach! Are parents
Grandpa, Grandpa, I'm good mood? invited?
in such a good mood!
Grandpa, this is a school trip, Awwww. Don't be sad, Grandpa, if you
not a party! can't go to the sea, | will bring it to you!

Oh...I wish | could go with you!

| miss hearing the roar of the sea. Really?! And how exactly?

Be patient, Grandpa, and don't spoil
the surprise!

Ok then, | won't.
Patience is always
rewarded!
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| didn’t enjoy
snorkelling or | hated seeing all the floating dead
swimming today. fish while we were swimming.
Seeing the turtle stuck
in the plastic bags was
really upsetting. Thank
you for saving it, Abu
Shabaka.

What bothered me most was the bad
smell from the sewage flowing
into the sea...

...And the smell coming The noise of all the construction It's so upsetting. These illegal
from the open dumps near and bulldozers on the beach gave urban projects, including land
the beach. me a headache. reclamation, are seriously
damaging the
ecosystem.
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Seeing the plastic and
the hospital waste is
horrifying. There were
syringes, serums, bottles
of old medication, and
other toxic waste...

Why is that happening?

oil exploration...

You're right. Because of
all this, these days | have
to go further out to sea
and spend hours just to
catch a few fish.

Exactly! | didn't see
the biodiversity that the
teacher told us about!

31

Did the sea water feel
sticky to you?

Of course! It's because
of the oil and petroleum.

There are many reasons. Exhaust
emissions from boat and ship engines,
oil and petroleum spills, and deep sea

All this is so
harmful to the
environment.

...And ships
and oil tankers
being targeted
during conflict.

In the past, the sea was
full of diverse marine
animals and plants. Then
fisherpeople began to use
fishing methods that harm

the environment.

How was it
before?



What do you mean?

profit.

Some fisherpeople spray
sodium cyanide into the
marine habitat of target
fish. Unforfunafe!jv,
for every fish killed in
this way, a quarter of
a square metre of coral
reef is also destroyed!

Some fisherpeople use
explosives, like dynamite, to
kill more fish and make a larger

Some of them
kill the fish by
spraying cyanide.

| never heard
of that method
before!

Large fishing boats use
huge trawl nets that drag
along the seabed and
sweep up everything in
their path.

Trawling is one of
the most destructive
fishing methods.

Trawling damages

coral reefs and This phenomenon

indiscriminately sweeps is”knov{n
up fish and other marine s marine
life, including dolphins,  overfishing.

turtles, juvenile fish
and fish eggs.

In 2021, overfishing
rates reached 43 per cent
in the Atlantic Ocean
and 83 per cent in the
Mediterranean Sea.

32

Overfishing is a major cause of
pollution and a serious threat to
biodiversity. It kills billions of
fish and hundreds of thousands
of sea turtles, whales, and other

animals annually, accelerating the
extinction of their species.



Overfishing
also leads to
conflict between

fisherpeople,
due to ’rte unfair d‘gh':‘
competition. meZn7

People use these harmful and illegal
methods to catch large amounts
of fish in a short time and make

huge profits. Those of us who use

traditional methods catch far fewer

fish and it takes a lot longer, so we
struggle to make money.

We must put a stop to these
violations. Let's visit Samia and
discuss what we can do!

33

It's unfair
to the
environment
and to local
people!



Samia's office We just returned from a trip
Welcome friends. to the sea.
What's up?

It seems the trip
made you tired.

It made us sad more than tired!
The beautiful blue of the sea has
disappeared, Samia.

This is awful! We have to

limit damage to the sea. We should start with av:larenfessl
? , campaigns, in-person and virtua
But what can we do? So, let's develop forpscl?oo children and residents’
a comprehensive 0 ihe nelahbourhood about
It's a huge and plan. the damage to the environment
complex problem, and humans caused by dumping
glf requires municipal and industrial waste
everyone to into the sea.

take action
immediately.
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Let's organize campaigns to clean
the beach and sea and install
recycling bins all along the coast to
collect and sort waste.

Good idea. I'll ask the United
Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the Green
Association for support with the
waste sorting project.

We can ask the

Green Association Excellent. A clean We can coordinate with

to recycle the sorted beach and sea will the Fisherpeople’s
waste and use attract tourists, and Syndicate, the municipality
the food waste as benefit fisherpeople, and the Green Association

fertilizer. vendors, investors, to hold seminars on safe

entrepreneurs and and sustainable fishing

recreational tourism practices.
companies.

Let's work with environmental
experts to warn people of the
dangers of poaching to humans,
animals and plants.

Let's arrange meetings to discuss the laws
reqgulating fishing, to ensure environmental
safety and fair competition among fisherpeople.

We should ask the
municipality to impose fines
on individuals, factories and
hospitals who violate these

laws...
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...We can use the money from the fines
to provide free, safe fishing equipment to
fisherpeople who are syndicate members and
hold fishing licenses.

What do
you mean by
“safe fishing
equipment”?
Fishing nets with wide holes so small fish
don't get caught, fishing rods and spears
for catching large fish.

A marine reserve in which fishing is prohibited,
protected by law, must also be established to preserve I'll write a job advertisement
marine life. for these guards, open to
men, women and people with
disabilities.

| suggest hiring
guards to prevent

violations and
protect the beach.

I'll make sure it's published on the neighbourhood
website and those of nearby neighbourhoods. I'll process the job
applications submitted
by candidates.

Making sure
men and women
candidates get eq'ual
opportunities!!
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I'll ask the municipality to
put up signs on the beach to
We should also prevent the use of explosives.
install smart devices
on the beach with
cameras monitored
by these men and
women guards and the
Marine Environment
Protection Office.

We can help the municipality to
prepare and install the signs.

I'll request suEporf from
the Ministry of Environment
and other relevant ministries
to operate and maintain the
wastewater treatment plant
and end the sewage issue.

We can also get support from relevant
United Nations agencies, civil society
organizations and the private sector.

Well done, friends! Your valuable
ideas will help us save our
environment...

Let's get to work!
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The work
begins...

Fines

Surveillance cameras

Awareness-raising
campaign

Awareness-raising
sessions for fisherpeople

Men and women guards

Containers for
sorting waste
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The beach

The nature reserve
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The neighbourhood square
Come and tell me about your What else?
trip to the beach, Ward.

We are going to join in with

We had a lot of fun, and we learned how to protect the beach cleaning campaigns.

the beach, the sea and marine creatures.

| brought the sea to
What else? You guessed it! you, 3randpa, just

like | promised!
Close your eyes!
You want to know if
| kept my promise

to you!
Wow! 1 love hearing the roar What a beautiful shell...
of the seal from my wonderful
granddaughter!
They're closed! Open your eyes to see

your present.
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Story IV
A blessing ... and a curse!







The neighbourhood
square You seem worried,

sweetheart!

I'm worried about my friend Sarah, Grandpa

Of course. | kept asking and asking
and eventually she told me that she
had posted a video clip of herself
on her social media account, and a
stranger had reposted it.

Did you ask her
what's wrong?

What's wrong
with that?

Wait. You mean that

Unfortunately, yes. With the

Why?

Sarah has been
really sad for a while now.
She’s not joining in at school or
plzying any more. The teacher
told her off and sent her to the
principal for the first time.

The stranger hacked into her account and
manipulated the content of the video. They
changed her speech and recorded obscenities
in her voice, and then reposted it from her
account. Since then, she's been getting
bullied on social media and at school.

That's awful! How can that happen,
little one?

With artificial
intelligence.

someone’s voice can
be manipulated that
easily?

It's terrifying and
wonderful at the
same time, Grandpa.

latest digital technologies, it's
now possible to manipulate the
voiceprint and even move the
image and change the face.

Technology
is
terrifying!

What a
paradox!
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Have you seen Sarah’s video that
went viral on social media?

The video must
be fake!

Wait a minute, here are
Sarah's parents, let's speak
with them.

Good morning, friends.
This has been a
difficult time.

How do you
know?

Sarah is a polite
girl who wouldn't
use obscenities like
that!

Abu Sarah, Umm Sarah,
how are you both?

I'm sure that's to do with

the terrible video. Sarah isn't doing her

homework, she hates going
to school, and avoids being

Our daughter isn't i
doing wgll. Sheis around her friends.
devastated about
the manipulation
of the video and
the bullying she's
experiencing.
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When she's at home we have
to beg her to spend time
with us, but even when she
does, her mind is elsewhere
or she’s busy on her phone.

We're so
worried
about her!

And we can prevent this
from happening again or to
other people.

It's comflicafe_d and
dangerous! Samia asked
us fo come to her office.
I'm sure she wants to talk

about this issue.

We can't undo
what happened,
but we can help
Sarah overcome
this nightmare.

How can
we help?

Samia’s office

Welcome, friends and principal. Thank you
for coming. I'm upset about what Sarah is

going through.

Sadly, this isn't an isolated incident,
it's hatrened to many others. I seems

inevita

e when children have unlimited

access fo smart phones and tablets.

You're right, principal. But we have to be
realistic. We can't control the use of these
devices when technology is so omnipresent.

Still, everyone has a duty to protect children
from potentially devastating repercussions of
widespread Internet use and digital technologies.

We have to develop
a comprehensive plan.

45

First, we need to report that Sarah’s account

was hacked to the social media platform.

Then, we must organize
awareness campaigns about the
safe use of social media for all

segments of society.



Do safety measures
exist?
Of course. And there
are also technologies
to protect smart

We should work with the private .

sector and civil society to raise ...And to protect their
awareness about these technologies. online privacy and
electronic security.

We need to educate children
and teenagers to think
carefully before putting any
content online and decidin

devices.
who can view it, interact with
it and re-publish it...
Let's also organize awareness campaigns | will coordinate with the Ministry of
for parents, so ;h?f t::fm can better protect Education to organize regular orientation
their children. classes for school pupils at all levels.

The orientation classes should address
the dangers of sharing personal
information online, cyberbullying and
addiction to electronic devices which
can lead to disconnection from social
life and family.

By raising awareness, we can make it harder for anyone
attempting to harm people on the Internet.
Excellent! It is also important

to verify the authenticity and

At the same time, let's not forget to
highlight the benefits of using the Exacﬂl._The goal is
Internet and other digital technologies to establish a culture source of material before
to improve various aspects of life... of safe Internet use, publishing it...
including protecting
...and that the goal accounts from hacking
and personal data from ..And to encourage
minors to tell a trusted
adult if they ever feel

is not to cut off

being stolen, and being

cautious when accepting any danger when ugi"(‘

technology, but rather
friend requests.
1 the Internet and socia

to use it consciously

media.

and wisely to avoid
negative repercussions.
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Victims and their families should be encouraged to inform the
relevant authorities if they are exposed to any harm, such as
defamation, blackmail or bullying.

These violations
legally fall under
cybercrimes - crimes
committed over the
Internet.

Official cybercrimes authorities
must be informed as soon as
any crimes occur so that they

can investigate, arrest the
perpetrators, and charge them.

| will ask the Ministry of Communications to designate a hotline to help

and support victims of these crimes.

I'll speak with the

Ministry of Health and the

neighbourhood medical

centre about providing free
mental health care services
to victims and their families.

I'll coordinate with the authorities to enact and implement, or
update existing legislation on technological development so we
can preserve cybersecurity and protect systems, networks and

programmes from digital attacks.

Absolutely. All these steps

Maintainin will reduce cybercrime and its
"3 repercussions, including depression
cybersecurity, for people experiencing bullyin
including people exp g bullying.

protecting privacy
and data, is a step
towards achieving
societal security
and stability.
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The Cybersecurity

The work begins... Department

Awareness-raising sessions
in the municipality hall

Sarah recovers
her account!
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Awareness-raising
sessions in the school

Ministry of
Telecommunications

The hotline



Parliament

The medical centre
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The neighbourhood
square

Grandpa, Grandpa.
I'm feeling very happy
today!

Me too!

The school’s technical The principal
|
Iﬁ(‘:i;’ fmmr::i m’: expert was able to help repol:'fed fll'le
cweetheart? Y Sarah recover her account crime to the
’ and post a warning about authorities.
being hacked.

I'm glad. | hope the
police ‘arrest the person
who manipulated the
i video and that they're
Excellent!  punished and an example
is made of them.

She's back to herself again —
since the truth came out, she's A';ee Y;" hal;PY
in high spirits. or Sarah?

How is Sarah now? That's good news. |'m feeling Yes, of course,
happy, too. and for you!
How do you | am always saf
ys safe,
For me? know that? because my grandpa
is a hero!
| attended a meeting at the

Yes, because you will not municipal hall whereq learned

experience any cybercrimes! how to protect myself and my

loved ones, including you!
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Story V

The grass is greener
when you water it!







The neighbourhood square

Did something  He's worried. His

happen son Tariq received a
to him? gre_afh jo qff'en;\ in ;n
How come you were - neighbouring Ara
| had to visit m country, but he refused
s0 busy yesterday, friend, Abu Tariz. yfo travel.

Grandpa?

Why was his father
worried?

Because Tariq is the
sole breadwinner of

the family.

Why do we need visas to go
to neighbourinq countries?
Hasn't the world become a
village without borders, like
we learned in school?

| wish the Arab region would
become a village without borders,
sweetheart!

So, why didn't he want to
travel and take the job?

His wife and young daughter
were denied entry visas.

It's sad that Tariq
has to choose
between his career
and his family.

It's really sad!

You're
growing up,
my little one!

What do you

mean?
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The neighbourhood
square

No way! We never
used to see him
hanging around

Tariq is spending most of his
time in the café with a group

of unemployed people! during the day.
He had so many creative
ideas and soluﬁon when we I lr:e;r,iember!
were building the solar power | 87§ S3Y
plant and pumps for the water hello to him.
treatment plant for
the neighbourhood!

How are you,
Tariq? Can we talk
privately?
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He's always been committed
to his work...

...And creative,
too!

Hello, friends.

Welcome.

You've been spending a lot
of time at the café these
days. What's the matter?



They refused to grant my
wife and daughter entry
visas, so | chose to stay with
them in the neighbourhood.

| left my job in one of the neighbourhood companies
to work abroad, but | changed my mind about
traveling and now |'m unemployed.

Yikes! You had the opportunity to Maybe it's for the best for you to
travel and you gave it up. How come? stay heyn;eu,rbfl;:n:oif" 'ifh'éogagg.e"d all

...And it disrupts families when one of
the parents has to be away.

| agree, Salam. It doesn't seem right . .
fhgaf young men and women have go Still, we can't deny that there
migrate for work. It means losing are many benefits to legal

qualified people like Tariq. immigration.

That's true. Immigration reduces
unemployment, and remittances sent
by immigrants stimulate economic
growth in their home countries.

...Which contributes to eliminating hunger, providing quality
health care and education, and reducing inequalities.

What benefits does immigration bring to

All of this reduces poverty... the labour-importing country?
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It increases the size of the workforce,
especially workers with the skills needed
in the labour market.

As well as boosting the economy through
immigrants’ spending and tax payments.

Stop, stop! There's no point in talking about
the pros and cons of immi?rafion. I've made
the decision to not travel. | now need an

income to support my family and my parents.

So, what can
be done?

We will do what we can to
help you, and also to help
these young men and women.

Thank you!
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The benefits of immigration are more
than just economic; they also include
cultural gains.

Exactly, Adila. Immigration
promotes intellectual diversity,
cultural openness and acceptance

of others, which strengthens
relations between countries and

reduces the risk of conflicts.

I've applied to so many jobs in local
companies, including my previous
company, but |'ve had no luck.

Let's go and speak with Samia
and perhaps together we can find
a solution.

Join us, if you'd like, Tariq.



Samia's office

Which company abroad hired you, Tariq?

| was hired as an electrical engineer
for a pioneering company that
converts gas-powered vehicles into
smart electric vehicles.

Welcome, friends, and to you, Tarig.
What's your news today?

Really! That's possible?

Absolutely. BY replacing the fuel
engine with an electric one, upgrading
the brakes and transmission systems,

and installing two or more
batteries and the necessary
charging connections.
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Why would someone convert
their car to electric?

Electric vehicles have
several advantages. They are
environmentally friendly and don't
require fuel or engine oil, and
they help to reduce pollution,
including noise pollution.

True, but the cost of operating

electric vehicles is lower than

traditional vehicles. And they
don’t require much maintenance.

Relying on 100
per cent electrical
energy means users

don’t have to buy
fuel...

Because those countries offer
exemptions from the fees...

...To support the
move away from
fossil fuel use and
reduce emissions
that cause global
warming.
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Excellent! These are

They're also safer than
traditional fuel vehicles.

But it's so expensive
to convert vehicles
to electric!

...Which would reduce the
need for oil importation

In some countries,
customs duties on
electric vehicles and
registration fees are low.

and consumption.

Why's
that?

Yes, their high prices,

really 9’_'“_"""39"'9 the long time it takes to
policies! charge them, the lack of
charging stations and how
Do these heavy the batteries are.
vehicles have
any drawbacks?



Of course, all new inventions come with
advantages and disadvantages. However, I'm
sure technological progress can overcome
any obstacles.

Since electric vehicles
have many benefits, why
don't we use them in our

neighbourhood?

| have an idea! Why don't we
build a company or factory in the
neighbourhood to convert fuel vehicles
into electric vehicles?

An ambitious
project...

Tariq, could you run workshops
on converting fuel vehicles to
electric vehicles?

Of course. But |'d need mechanical and
technological assistance, equipment and devices,
employees and, most importantly, financing.
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Because there are no companies here

or in the surrounding neighbourhoods
that produce this type of vehicle...

...And
importing them
is expensive.

...That would provide lots of job
opportunities for young men and women

in our neighbourhood and the surrounding
neighbourhoods and reduce the brain drain.

| just discovered that many
environmentally friendly banks offer
loans for purchasing electric vehicles and
energy-saving products.

Good. Why don't we ask
them for soft loans for
building a company that
converts fuel vehicles?



Excellent idea. The loans would cover the
costs of setting up charging stations for
electric vehicles and connecting them to the
clean solar energy grid.

We could also ask the
banks to grant low-
interest personal loans
to people interested
in converting their
vehicles.

To raise funds, we
could transform the
startup into a joint-

stock company!

What's a
joint-stock
company?

I'll start by preparing
a feasibility study for
the project.

What about
employees?

We can also contact
the United Nations
Environment
Programme for
assistance. It supgorts
the transition to
electronic vehicles
in many countries,
in cooperation
with international
organizations, the
private sector and
financing institutions.

It's a commercial entity owned by
its investors, in which shareholders
can buy and sell company shares and

transfer their shares to others.

This is a promising
investment opportunity
for wealthy people
in our neighbourhood
and surrounding
neighbourhoods.

There are plenty of talented young
men and women in our neighbourhood
and the surrounding neighbourhoods
who have graduated from universities

and technical institutes.

I'll create a website
to advertise the
company and process
job applications.
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Also, it would be a good idea to

I'll communicate with the relevant confact fhe municipality about

ministries about issuing the necessary roviding a pace for the project as

licenses, taking advantage of available its role is to implement governmenf
exemptions, and converting public policies that su s Ipori small and
transport buses to electric buses. medium-sized enterprises.

These great ideas will help
transform our neighbourhood into
a smart neighbourhood... ...And they will set

..And help Tariq and a great example for

his peers achieve their aspiring young people!

ambitions and secure
stabilifz for their families
at the same time...

Especially young
women!
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The work begins...

Convert
vehicle an};oc;’:

happy!

Traditional cars

The
eco-friendly
bank

The café
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The bank
The joint-stock company
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The neighbourhood square Everyone is impressed
by how smart and
hI(ind he is, and how
' . is pioneering project
I'm so proud of Tariq! ips uplifﬁngg [:;m!

neighbourhood.

I'm proud of him, too,

What's he done? because he stayed with
his family.
Does that mean that you won't I'm already proud of you,
leave the neighbourhood after you sweetheart, and of the

neighbourhood because it's going

. . ?
graduate from university? to become smart.

It wouldn't cross my
mind, Grandpa! | will
definitely stay with my
family, and you will be

proud of me.

Smart like me?

Of course not, your intelligence
is original and can never be
matched by a machine!
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We are ESCWA
We work with passion
We bring hope to the

region

We are ESCWA
We work with passion
We bring hope to the

region
We desire life
For every boy
For every girl
Our youth
Are our wealth
And our concern

We build with
determination
We enrich with
knowledge
Let's join forces
Let's sow seeds
And reap the fruits
Let's join forces
We are ESCWA
We bring hope
We are ESCWA
We work with
passion
We bring hope to
the region

No hunger,
no poverty
No war,
no oppression
Let's join forces
Let's dispel darkness
Proliferate peace
Maintain security
Deliver prosperity for
our nations
Promote a dignified
life for our peoples

We are ESCWA
We bring hope
We are ESCWA
We work with
passion
We bring hope to
the region
We are ESCWA
We work with
passion
We bring hope to
the region
We bring hope
We are ESCWA
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