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Asia Pacific Digital Strategy 
- Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway

Tiziana Bonapace,

Director,
Information and Communications Technology 
and Disaster Risk Reduction Division,
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP)
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The digital divide 
in the Asia-Pacific 
Region

Source: Produced by ESCAP, based on broadband data from ITU World 
Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Database (December 2020 version)
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Source: Produced by ESCAP, based on broadband data from ITU World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Database (December 2020 version)
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Covid-19 restrictions has negatively 
impacted 5G rollout (18% points fewer 
connections in Asia Pacific in 2020 than 
previously estimated)

Pre-Covid-19 5G forecast Revised 5G forecast

Source: Produced by ESCAP, based on GSMA, 'The mobile economy Asia Pacific 2020',2020. Available from: 
https://www.gsma.com/mobileeconomy/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/GSMA_MobileEconomy_2020_AsiaPacific.pdf
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Fixed-broadband 
download speed 
during the COVID-
19 pandemic varied 
between countries, 
and between urban 
and rural areas

Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS)Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS)ESCAPESCAP
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Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway 
(AP-IS)

7

AP-IS aims to bridge the digital divide and boost digital 
transformation by promoting digital connectivity and digital 
data use.

 First Master Plan of AP-IS 2019-2022

 Second Action Plan of AP-IS 2022-2026 (under 
development) 

Four Pillars of 1st  Master Plan 2019-2022 

Aims to provide 
affordable access to 
Internet network
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• data sharing and use in 
cross sectoral and inter-
country (SD)

• integration of data (big 
data and geo statistical 
data)

• framework for data 
protection and trust 

• digital literacy and 
capability using big data

• e-government (DESA) and e-
commerce services (TIID) for digital 
economy

• frontier technologies (TIID)
• digital technology for traditional 

sectors (smart transport, energy, 
finance: TD, ED, MPFD)

• digital for sustainable environment 
and society (climate change, air 
pollution and public health: EDD, 
SDD)

• digital divide
• digital infrastructure connectivity 
• universal and affordable access to 

digital services
• e-resilience of digital infrastructure
• enabling policy and initiative

3. Digital 
data

2. Digital
transformation

1. Connectivity 
for all

Multi-partnerships

Three Pillars of
2nd Action Plan of 
AP-IS 2022-2026

AP – IS FrameworkAP – IS Framework

Steering CommitteeSteering Committee

Connectivity for AllConnectivity for All Digital TransformationDigital Transformation

Member State
WG 1 Chair

Member State
WG 1 Chair

Member State
WG 2 Chair

Member State
WG 2 Chair

3 Pillars

15-2015-20

Priority Actions

15-2015-20

Priority Actions

15-2015-20

Priority Actions

Digital DataDigital Data

Member State
WG 3 Chair

Member State
WG 3 Chair
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AP-IS Partners Way Forward of the 2nd Action Plan 2022-2026

1. Draft  the 2nd action plan (first draft) (Jan-April 2021)

2. Review of 2nd action plan by peer experts (April 2021)

3. Review of 2nd action plan by AP-IS members (May-Aug 2021)

4. Approval of 2nd action plan by the AP-IS Steering Committee (Oct 
2021)

5. Adoption by the 4th Session of the Committee on ICT and STI (2022)

6. Adoption by Ministerial meeting (Oct 2022)
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Thank you very much

IDD 
UN ESCAP


